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The '.Toll) of 
Toughing 
It Out 1 


The President is talking defiantly 
of hanging in there all the way. 1 

But the toll taken by an all-out fight 
—on Mr. Nixon himself, on his present 
associates in government, on the. Re- 
publican Party and on the country— 
would be terrific. So if Mr. Nixon can- 
not lance the abscess quickly, it . seems 
highly doubtful that he can tough it 
out for three full year's. 

The present White House tactic is to 
\stampede the Congress into a quick 
up-or-down vote "• on impeachment. . 
Hence the drumfire of White House 
statements about Mr. Nixon’s determi- 
nation all week long. 

The State of the Union address, set 
for [Wednesday, shapes up as a hard- 
line provocation— a challenge to the 
Democrats in the Congress. Given the 
self-righteousness of some of the ex- 
treme liberals on the House Judiciary 
Committee, that ‘ tactic just might 
work. 

But the Majority Leader of the 
house, the broad-shouldered Tip 
O’Neill, is holding the extreme liberals 
back from a rush to judgment. De- 
spite prodding by Special Prosecutor 
Leon Jaworski, the chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, Peter Rodino, is 
moving slowly. Other senior Demo- 
crats, including Speaker Carld Albert 
and Chairman Wilbur Mills of the 
Ways and Means Committee, have 



out that the evidence isn 
in yet. So the odds are that the Con- 
' gress will handle the impeachment 
issue as it handes everything else — in 
a deliberate fashion. 

A thorough airing of the charges 
against Mr. Nixon is apt to be devastat- 
ing. Already any number of illegal acts 
—tax fraud, wiretapping, obstruction 
of justice through an erasure of a tape, 
illegal contributions, attempted use of 
the CIA to cover up the Watergate in- 
vestigation — seem to have originated 
in the Oval Office. 

y, JLirther -investigation by compete nt 
' l awyers armed with i'ull subpoena pewn 
* ers, which Mr. Rodino now 1 seems cer- 
tain to obtain for his committee, is 
likely to turn up more dirt. Savvy offi- 
cials here are betting that direct evi- 
dence of criminal action by Mr. Nixon 
is going to emerge. They believe that in 
time, the President would rather quit 
than run the risk of prosecution by a 
Democratic adminjstration after his 
term expires. ThaPis the logic of the 
repeated offer by Wilbur Mills to grant 


Mr. Nixon immunity from prosecution 
upon resignation. 

Mr. Nixon’s 'troubles, if he hangs in, 
are bound to overwhelm his closest as- 
sociates. Gerald Ford, like other Vice 
.Presidents, has recently found out how 
much he is tied to his President. He 
has felt obliged — against the advice of 
his staff, apparently — to make public 
statements exculpating Mr. Nixon and 
blaming others. Instead of coming on 
as a decent and conciliatory leader, he 
is beginning to seem like a dumb Ag- 
new. 

The decline of Mr. Ford is bound to 
affect Republican hopes adversely. Ev- 
erybody acknowledges that the GOP 
will suffer terribly if Watergate is still 
alive by the 1974 congressional elec- 
tions. Barry Goldwater had predicted a 
10 per cent drop in the party-vote. A 
dozen senior Republican congressmen 
have confirmed the drift already by 
announcing they will not seek reelec- 
tion. Some Democrats believe they can 
raise their majority in the House from 
240 to 300 seats. 


As for the country, the immediate 
danger is that Mr. Nixon will rnanipu- 
late national issues to try to restore 
fading popularity. The energy problem 
is already a case in point. It is evident 
that the country is flapping around be- 
cause Mr. Nixon is unprepared to take 
on hard decisions, or let others make 
them. 

On top of that, there Is an incalcula- 
ble difficulty. That is the moral and 
ethical consequences for the long term 
of not facing up to the facts in Water- 
gate. 

What all this says is that the cost of 
hanging tough on Watergate would be 
at least as heavy as the cost of an im- 
peachment. No doubt the President is, 
as he put it, “going to fight like hell” 
against Watergate for the time being, 
But will he fight forever? , At some 
■point, when an impeachment shapes 
up, and maybe a prosecution, won’t he 
develop a political illness — or as they 
are now saying here, a case of athlete’s 
foot? 
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